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What is Scopus ? 
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What is Scopus ? 

Over 22,000 titles from more than 5,000 international publishers and 105 

different countries 

Over 69 million records, 24 million patents from 5 patent offices worldwide 

All content is vigorously vetted by an independent, 15-person, international  

board of experts called the Content Selection and Advisory Board (CSAB) 

More than 3,000 customers worldwide in all geographic regions 

Scopus  is the largest abstract and citation database of peer-reviewed 

research literature from around the world. Delivering a comprehensive 

overview of the world's research output in the fields of science, technology,  

medicine, social sciences, and arts and humanities. Scopus features smart 

tools to track, analyze and visualize research. 
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QS and THE are not alone: More than 3500 organizations, including more 
than 150 research organizations, rely on Scopus data  
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The power of Scopus data & National Science 
Foundation (NSF) 

Source: https://www.nsf.gov/statistics/2016/nsb20161/#/report/chapter-5/outputs-of-s-e-research-publications-and-patents/s-e-publication-output,  

https://www.elsevier.com/research-intelligence/campaigns/nsf-sei  
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Funding data being added to Scopus as we speak 

What? 

ÅAdd full text acknowledgement 
sections to Scopus  

ÅIndex the Funding information 
(Funding nr, Funding Acronym, Funding 
Sponsor) 

Why? 

ÅFunder to see their ROI 

ÅFull text allows for verification of 
funding data & identifying 
additional funding sources 

Coverage 
years 

ÅGoing back to 2008 and from 2016 
going forward 
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JOURNALS 

Scopus includes content from more than 5,000 
publishers and 105 different countries 

 

22,411 peer-reviewed 

journals 

322 trade journals 

 

 

 

 

Full metadata, abstracts and 

cited references (refôs post-

1995 only) 

Physical  

Sciences 

11,865 

Health  

Sciences 

12,992 

Social 

Sciences 

10,158 

Life 

Sciences 

6,394 

 

96.4K conference events 

7.7M conference papers 

 

 

 

 

 

Mainly Engineering and 

Computer Sciences 

 

539 book series 

34K Volumes / 1.3M items 

 

134,082 stand-alone books 

>1.1M items 

 
 

Focus on Social Sciences and 

A&H 

69M records from 22K serials, 96K conferences and 134K books 

 

Å Updated daily 

Å More accurate and complete citation data pre-1996  

Å 40 different languages covered 

Å 3,487 Active Gold Open Access journals indexed 

BOOKS CONFERENCES 

Source: May 2016 title list at https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content 

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content
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Breadth of coverage across subject areas 

More than 22,000 titles in Scopus, titles can be in more than one subject area 

Engineering 

Computer Science 

Chemistry 

Etc. 

29%

32%

15%

24%
Physical Sciences

Health Sciences

Life Sciences

Social Sciences

Art & Humanities 

Business 

Information 

Etc. 

Agriculture 

Biology 

Neuroscience 

Etc. 

Medicine 

Dentistry 

Nursing 

Etc. 
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Unbiased, comprehensive journal coverage with titles 
from many reputable scholarly publishers 

Source: May 2016 title list at https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content 

7% 

5% 

4% 

2% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

11% 

1% 

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content
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Overall Content Comparison with Web of Science 

Scopus 

6,822 (+91%) 

WoS 

3,577 

Health Sciences 

Scopus 

4,532 (+48%) 

WoS 

3,052 

Life Sciences 

Scopus 

8,233 (+96%)  

WoS 

4,202 

Social Sciences 

Source: Web of Science Real Facts, Web of Science Core Collection title list and Scopusô own data (May 2016) 

Scopus 
22,409 

(+80%) 

Web of 

Science 

12,459 

~12K titles (Core Collection), 
(18,000 with ESCI) 

 

3,300 publishers 

 

Updated weekly 

 

 

~22K titles 

 

>5,000 publishers 

 

Updated daily 

 

 

 

Scopus 

7,450 (+69%) 

Physical Sciences 

WoS 

4,408 
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Broader coverage = higher citations  
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15 

Ongoing Scopus Expansion Programs at No Extra Costs  

Pre-1996 Cited Reference Expansion Program 

Cited references going back to 1970, 8M+ articles 

Conference Expansion Program with Focus on 

Engineering and Computer Sciences 

+1,000 new titles, +6,000 events, +400K papers and +5M 

references  

Books Expansion Program with Focus on Social 

Sciences and Arts & Humanities 

120K books back to 2005. +20K every year 

 
Already in Scopus : Elsevier, Springer, Wiley, Brill, De Gruyter, 

Woodhead, Karger, Oxford University Press, Edward Elgar, Maney, 

Intellect, IOS Press, Pan Stanford, University of California Press, 

Princeton University Press, Edinburgh University Press, Delft University 

Press, Duke University Press, McGill Queens University Press, Project 

Muse (60+ UPs), OECD and moreé   
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Content Selection & Advisory Board (CSAB) 

Focus on quality through content selection by the independent CSAB 

because: 

Å Provide accurate and relevant search results for users 

ÅNo dilution of search results by irrelevant or low quality content 

Å Support that Scopus is recognized as authoritative 

Å Support confidence that Scopus ñreflects the truthò 

Titles are selected by the 

independent Content Selection 

 & Advisory Board (CSAB) 
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Less than half of the reviewed titles are selected for 
Scopus coverage 

The CSAB is selective and strict on quality: in total 5,411 titles reviewed (2011 ï2015) of 

which 2,587 (48%) accepted for Scopus 

Į15,000 Suggestions 

2011-2015 
(Į3,000 Serials per year 

suggested) 

 

Į5,000 (33%) 

Meet Scopus 

minimum criteria 
Į5,000 

Reviewed 

by CSAB 
<50% 

Accepted 
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Scopus can help researchers 

Find out what already exists in the global world of research output 

Determine how to differentiate research topics and find new ideas 

Decide what, where and with whom to partner or collaborate with 

Track impact of research; monitor global research trends 

Identify and analyze which journals to read or where to submit an article 

Help researchers  manage their career through citation counts and the h-index 
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Scopus Search Content & 
Support Tools 
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Exploring Research Activities  

Keeping up-to-

date with your 

field 

Searching online 

scientific 

literature 

Managing 

research articles  

Reading 

research 

Annotating 

research articles 

and keeping a 

record of these 

Developing 

hypotheses for 

investigation 

Reviewing 

manuscripts 

(peer review) 

Obtaining in-

depth knowledge 

on a subject 

Time (in hours): Approximately how much time last week did you spend on the following activities?   

1. Reading research 

2. Keeping up-to-date with your field 

3. Searching online scientific literature 

4. Obtaining in-depth knowledge on a subject 

The researchersô 

challenge is in 

these use cases 

Source:  Researcher Behaviour, June 2014, Customer Insights 
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Search Functions 

Refine 

Search 

Parameters 

Sources & Metrics 
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Scopus Advanced Search 

Advanced search box 

allows combining of 

many codes, using 

operators ï which 

allows for complex 

searches 

Operators and field 

codes can be 

selected here, or 

typed into the box 

Outline query 

breaks lines at 

logical points which 

helps structure the 

search and identify 

errors 
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Advanced Search Field Codes ï 72!! 

ALL 

ABS  

AF-ID  

AFFIL 

AFFILCITY 

AFFILCOUNTRY 

AFFILORG 

ARTNUM  

AU-ID 

AUTH 

AUTHFIRST 

AUTHLASTNAME 

AUTHCOLLAB 

AUTHKEY 

BOOKPUB 

CASREGNUMBER 

CHEM 

CHEMNAME 

CODEN 

CONF 

CONFLOC 

CONFNAME 

CONFSPONSORS 

DOCTYPE (XX) 

DOI 

EDFIRST 

EDITOR 

EDLASTNAME 

EISSN 

EXACTSRCTITLE 

FUND-ALL 

FIRSTAUTH 

FUND-SPONSOR 

FUND-ACR 

FUND-NO 

INDEX 

INDEXTERMS 

ISBN 

ISSN 

ISSNP 

ISSUE 

KEY 

LANGUAGE 

MANUFACTURER 

ORCID 

PAGEFIRST 

PAGELAST 

PAGES 

PMID 

PUBDATETXT 

PUBYEAR 

REF 

SEQBANK 

SEQNUMBER 

SRCTITLE 

SRCTYPE (XX) 

SUBJAREA(XX) 

TITLE 

TITLE-ABS 

TITLE-ABS-KEY 

TITLE-ABS-KEY-AUTH 

TRADENAME 

VOLUME 

WEBSITE 
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Advanced search strings can be used in Document  
Search tab. 
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1 2 3 Refine Search 

Results 
Mendeley/ Download/ Citation 

Overview/ View Cited by / 

Alert Setting / View 

References etc 

Sorting Option 

(Date or Number of 

Citations) 

4 Abstract/  

Article Record 

3 
1 

2 

4 
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 Refine Results by   
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Author/Article 

Information 

Abstract 

Keywords  

Funding 
Cited by ï documents 

Set Citation Alert 

Related Documents 

NEW Feature ï Article 

Metrics Module 

Metadata  

Reference 
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Article Metric Module  : Every article in Scopus has metrics  

Article Metrics Module 
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Setting up Search Alerts 

Set Search Alert 
Set Alert  - Search Alert is saved 

search that you can schedule to 

run at regular (daily/ weekly/ bi-

weekly/ monthly) intervals. 

Search Results will be sent to 

your mailbox 
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Alerts in Scopus  
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Link to Full - Text and Documents Download 

Batch Download and Automatic Naming       

 (up to 51 files per download) ï Java  & Proper Web Browser Required 



 |  
32  |  

Export Reference List , Bibliography  

Mendeley is a reference manager allowing you to 

manage, read, share, annotate and cite your 

research papers... 
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Analyze Search Results 
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Analyze Search Results 
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Managing Personalization Features & My Scopus 
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Research Profile in Scopus 
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Many researchers that too closely 

resemble one another. 

Dr. Lim Dr. Lim Dr. Lim 

Researchers publish 

under name variations. 

Dr. Lim 

Dr. W. Lim 

Dr. W.L. Lim 

Dr. Wee Li Lim 

Dr. L. Wee Li 

 

What is the Challenge? Scholarly Name Ambiguity 
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What is the solution? ORCID! 

ORCID, the Original Researcher 
Contributor ID, provides a persistent 
digital identifier that distinguishes you 
from every other researcher and, through 
integration in key research workflows 
such as manuscript and grant 
submission, supports automated 
linkages between you and your 
professional activities ensuring that your 
work is recognized. 

Dr. Wee Li Lim 

46533489 

Dr. Lim 

Dr. W. Lim 

Dr. Wee Li Lim 
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ORCID has been gaining users ï and using Elsevier 
systems! 
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Author Search Function 
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Selecting the right researcher  
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1 

2 

3 Author Details 

Author Publications and  

Analytical Features 

 

Author History / Get Citation Alerts / Co - Authors  

1 

3 

4 

2 

4 Sorting Option 

(Date or Number of Citations) 
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Author quantity & quality by ò h-Index ó 
 

Å Developed in 2005 by Jorge Hirsch, a condensed-matter 

physicist and peace activist from University of California in 

San Diego 

 

 
ñThe h-index is the highest number of papers a scientist 

has that have at least that number of citations.ò    

Nature (2005) 

Å Ignores the highly & poorly cited papers  

Å Dynamic, not a static number ð can change as citations increase, real-

time in Scopus 

Å Can be used to measure : Authors, Journals, Institutions, Departments, 

Faculties, Selection of Papers etc..etc..etc 
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Analyze Author Output 
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Author Feedback 

Å Some authors have more than one Author Profile, in which case they can easily be 

combined.  

Å Incorrect documents can also be removed during this process. 
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Author Feedback Wizard 

 

Å The Author Feecback Wizard allows you to make changes to an author profile 

Å The best person to give such feedback is of course the author him/herself, but in 

principal others can also give feedback 
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Affiliation Search 

Here we do an affiliation search for ñThailandò 
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Affiliation Search Results 

The results 

shows all 

affiliation 

profiles 

which 

includes 

ñThailandò 

in either 

the name 

or country 

field. 
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Affiliation Profiles 

Å Affiliation profiles are profiles which group papers published at relevant institutions.  

Å The Quality of the profiles is Excellent, yet institutions are welcome to provide 

feedback to Elsevier.  
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Scopus Developers    
:  To integrate Scopus data into your website or applications by API 

http://dev.elsevier.com/ 
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Journal Metrics in Scopus 
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Journal Metrics 

Impact Factor° SNIP & SJR  & CiteScore 

Metric 1st Generation 2nd & 3rd Generation 

Equation Concealed Transparent 

Coverage 12,000 22,000 

Citation Window 2 & 5 years 3 years 
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Impact FactorTM 

A ratio between citations and recent citable items published in a journal;  

the average number of citations received per published article. 

 

A = the number of times that all items 

published in that journal in 2006 and 2007 

were cited by indexed publications during 

2008. 

 

B = the total number of "citable items" 

published by that journal in 2006 and 2007.  

 

("Citable items" for this calculation are 

usually articles, reviews, proceedings, or 

notes; not editorials or letters to the editor). 

Citations to non-
source items 
(editorials, letters, 
news items, book 
reviews, abstracts, 
etc) may inflate the 
IF 

2008 Impact 
Factor = 
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Arts & Humanities

Business, Management & Accounting

Social Sciences

Economics, Econometrics & Finance

Mathematics

Engineering

Veterinary

Computer Science

Energy

Health Professions

Nursing

Physics & Astronomy

Materials Science

Earth & Planetary Science

Psychology

Agricultural & Biological Sciences

Environmental Science

Chemical Engineering

Medicine

Pharmacology, Toxicology & Pharmaceutics

Chemistry

Immunology & Microbiology

Neuroscience

Biochemistry, Genetics & Molecular Biology

Multidisciplinary

0 1 2 3 4 5 6

54 
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Influences on the IF: Article type  
C

it
a
ti
o

n
s 

Years after publication 

Articles 

Notes 

Reviews 

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 

 Impact Factor 
window 

55 
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Impact Factor doubts  

June 5, 2006 

Vol. 64, Iss. 2 (2008) 

October 14 2005  

56 

http://online.wsj.com/home
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SJR: SCImago Journal Rank 

All 20K journals have a SCImago Journal Rank (SJR) a prestige metric based on 

the idea that not all citations are equal 

Life Sciences 

journal  

 High impact, lots of  citations  

One citation = low value  

Arts & Humanities 

journal  

 Low impact, few on citations  

One citation = high value  

SJR normalizes for differences in citation behaviour between subject fields 

Å SJR is a variant of the eigenvector centrality measure used in network 

theory and is inspired by the PageRank algorithm used in Google. 

 

Å Prestige transferred when a journal cites 

Å Citations are weighted depending on where they come from 

Åjournalôs prestige is shared equally between its citations 
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SNIP: Source-normalized impact per paper 

Journal IPP Cit. Pot. SNIP (RIP/Cit. Pot.) 

Inventiones Mathematicae 1.5 0.4 3.8 

Molecular Cell 13.0 3.2 4.0 

All 20K journals have a Source-normalized impact per paper (SNIP) 

measuring contextual citation impact by weighting citations per subject field 

Impact per  

Publication (IPP)  

Citation potential  

in its subject field 

+ + + 

Å Peer-reviewed papers only 

Å Three year citation window 

Å Fieldôs frequency and immediacy of 

citation 

Å Database coverage 

Å Journalôs scope and focus 

Å Measured relative to database 

median 
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A 

CiteScore is a simple metric for all Scopus serial titles 

B 

CiteScore Impact Factor 

A = citations to 3 years of 

documents 

A = citations to 2 or 5 years of 

documents 

B = all documents indexed in 

Scopus, same as A 

B = only citable items (articles 

and reviews), different from A 

Note: at launch, all serial titles in the May 2016 title list, and with some documents indexed in 2016, will have CiteScore metrics 

CiteScore 2015 value  

B 

= 

A 
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CiteScore 2015 correlates 75% with Impact Factor 

R² = 0.7524 
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CiteScore 2015 

2015 Impact Factor and 2015 CiteScore  
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Comprehensive 

 

ÅBased on Scopus, the 
worldôs broadest 
database 

 

ÅA CiteScore will be 
available for all 
serials, not just 
journals 

 

ÅCiteScore can be 
calculated for 
portfolios 

Transparent 

 

ÅCiteScore and 
associated metrics will 
be available for free 

 

ÅCiteScore is easy to 
calculate for yourself 

 

ÅThe underlying 
database is available 
for you to interrogate 

 

Current 

 

ÅCiteScore Tracker is 
updated monthly 

 

ÅNew serial titles will 
have CiteScore metrics 
the year after they are 
indexed in Scopus 

 

Main advantages of CiteScore 
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CiteScore is one of a family of related metrics, available for FREE. 
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Browse Sources 


